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freeze and snow falls to a considerable depth. In the spring the snow melts, the grass covers the earth as with a carpet, upon which great masses of red, blue,. and yellow flowers weave bright and fanciful patterns. The rain ceases in the early part of the summer and then the flowers wither and the grass turns brown.
Upon the prairies lived the bison, in such numbers that they often made big black patches on the landscape. The bison is a very curious-looking animal. The shoulders and chest are
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massive and strong, but the hind quarters are small and smooth and quite out of proportion to the rest of the animal. The hind legs are small and stand close together ; the forelegs are thick, short, and far apart. The head is huge, hangs low down, and is covered with long shaggy hair matted together -and hiding the face. Out of the hair peep the tips of the crescent-shaped horns. There is a big hair-covered hump at the front end of the body and a short tail with a tuft on it at the other end,